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Stop the Spread!
“We have one job in BC that leads all renewal ac6vi6es, plans and hopes, it allows for surgeries,
it allows for us to resume important things like opening schools – and that’s stopping the
spread [of Covid-19].
Physical distancing saves lives and stops the spread.
Following the rules established by public health oﬃcials saves lives and stops the spread.
Respec6ng engineering safeguards saves lives and stops the spread.
Adhering to administra6ve safeguards like gathering size saves lives and stops the spread.
Wearing a mask where you’re required to, asked to, and when lack of physical distancing makes
it right to, saves lives and stops the spread.
That’s our duty, to stop the spread.”

- Adrian Dix, BC Minister of Health, August 24, 2020.

In their update today, Dr. Bonnie Henry and Minister Dix reported that case counts in BC are conQnuing
to trend higher, at around 90 new cases per day over the last few days. That said, they expressed
conﬁdence in our Province’s approach which includes increased tesQng, rapid idenQﬁcaQon of new
cases, and thorough contact tracing and follow up with anyone who tests posiQve and their close
contacts. In addiQon to the new cases there are currently over 2,000 people self-isolaQng due to
possible exposure to someone who has tested posiQve. This important piece of the public health
strategy greatly reduces the risk to everyone in our communiQes because it stops the spread.
Dr. Henry and Minister Dix both emphasized that we know how to keep the numbers down, having
successfully ﬂaYened the curve during the ﬁrst wave. The key now is to stay vigilant with the
prevenQve measures that are so familiar to us – physical distancing, hand-washing, staying home when
we are sick – and to support and encourage each other to do the right things as we conQnue to live
with Covid-19 for the foreseeable future.
Here at Spectrum, we are welcoming people back from summer holidays or back to work following
leaves of absence and we are conQnuing to hire new staﬀ to ﬁll vacant posiQons. Each of these
transiQons presents an opportunity to review and refresh our safety pracQces to ensure that everyone
is consistently following the guidelines we’ve put in place to keep people safe and stop the spread. We
are so very grateful to all of our teams for their support with this. We know it hasn’t been easy, but we
hope the posiQve results we’ve seen so far encourage us to stay the course and to stay hopeful.
Susan Stanﬁeld
Director, CommunicaQons and Quality Assurance

Spectrum Society for Community Living
3231 Kingsway, Vancouver BC, V5R 5K3
(604) 323-1433 ext. 110

Virtual Learning Series - Registration Now Open!
Over the next 18 months, Inclusion BC will be hosting a series of free webinars. When we had
to postpone our 2020 conference, we heard from our members, families and self advocates
that they wanted other ways to connect, learn and share ideas over the next year.
We are proud to partner with the Self Advocates of Semiahmoo (SAS) and Uniti to host the
series.
The Virtual Learning Series will be organized in 3 terms (Fall 2020, Winter 2021, and Fall
2021) with approximately six virtual sessions per term. Sessions will fall into themes, including
employment, civic engagement, advocacy and K-12 education.
Registration will open in the coming week. View the Learning Series on our website to register
and for more information.

Highlights of the Fall 2020 Term
Sarah Jama | Keynote We are thrilled to have community
organizer Sarah Jama as a keynote presenter. Exploring her history with
anti-racist organizing, disability justice organizing, and cross solidarity
organizing, Jama will layout best practices for coalition building and
grassroots organizing in our local communities for real change. The free
Zoom presentation will be held on November 13, 2020.
Self Advocates of Semiahmoo | Keynote The Self Advocates of
Semiahmoo (SAS) are well-known for their many community
accomplishments. The group will be hosting a free Zoom session on
December 3, 2020 to celebrate the UN International Day of Persons with
Disabilities.
Employment Webinars throughout the month of September to celebrate
Disability Employment Month.
Diversity Includes Community Engagement campaign for Inclusion BC
members.
Intersectionality, diversity and inclusion webinars throughout the

month of November

Support to access one-8me $600 payment for people with
disabili8es
In late July, the Government of Canada passed Bill C-20 which will provide a one-time, taxfree, non-reportable payment of $600 to assist people with disabilities with additional
expenses during the pandemic. Learn more about this payment here.
Individuals who are eligible to receive the one-time payment must have an existing Disability
Tax Credit (DTC) certificate or be eligible for the DTC and apply for it by September 25, 2020.
Those who received Canada Pension Plan or Veterans Affairs Canada disability benefits as of
July 1, 2020 are also eligible for the one-time payment.
A number of organizations are offering support to individuals and families to understand and
access this one-time payment, as well as other disability-related benefits:

The Canadian Association for Community Living (CACL) has created
an easy-to-understand FAQ posted here to help people with a disability
and their families understand if they’re eligible, how they’ll receive
payment, and more.
Plan Institute, the BC Aboriginal Network on Disability Society (BCANDS)
and Disability Alliance BC (DABC) are offering support to individuals with
disabilities and their families to help them understand how to access this
$600 payment, as well as other benefits and disability-related services,
including the Registered Disability Savings Plan (RDSP).
Learn about support from Plan Institute here, and you can call their
call their helpline at 1-844-311-7526 or email info@rdsp.com.
For support from BCANDS call 1-888-815-5511.
Learn about support from DABC here, and you can contact them
at rdsp@disabilityalliancebc.org for assistance.
Let us know if you have any quesQons or need any assistance.
Ernie Baatz
ExecuQve Director
Spectrum Society for Community Living
Express yourself. Build your network. Find your voice.
www.spectrumsociety.org
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Be Calm, Be Kind, Be Safe

